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Letter from the Editors 
 Welcome back to KAMSC for the 

2014-мр ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊΗ ²Ŝ ŀǘ άуп {ǘŜǇǎέ 

excitedly write this first issue as a warm 

welcome to all KAMSC students, 

teachers, parents, and affiliates both old 

and new!  We all will miss the lazy, 

summer days adventuring, chilling out, 

and NOT doing homework!  But coming 

back to KAMSC is certainly the best way to go back to school! 

 In this issue we have collected numerous unique articles ranging from back-

to-school advice to surveys to student artwork and our writers range from 

sophomores to incoming college freshmen!  Our new editors include Editor-in-

Chief Colby Hanley, a senior from Portage Northern; Assistant Editors Miles Pruitt 

and Pete Schultz who hail from Kalamazoo Central and Schoolcraft; and Junior 

9ŘƛǘƻǊ {ƛƳǊŀƴ {ƛƴƎƘ ŦǊƻƳ tƻǊǘŀƎŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭΗ  ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ άуп 

{ǘŜǇǎέ this year and to continue our tradition of excellence as we provide fun info 

and entertainment for KAMSC! 

 We hope that everyone has an amazing start to their school year!  No 

matter whether you are a first year or a senior, cherish the moments you have at 

KAMSC because they will soon be gone after four short years.  We hope to 

encapsulate some of these awesome moments in this student newspaper, so 

please read and enjoy! 

 Our website has been updated for the 2014-15 school year!  Head over to 

kamsc84steps.weebly.com ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ άуп {ǘŜǇǎέ!  Not only would we 

love for everyone to stop by our website, we also would love more writers!  

Everyone is welcome on ƻǳǊ άуп {ǘŜǇǎέ ǘŜŀƳΣ ǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǳǎ ŀǘ 

kamsc84steps@yahoo.com.  Happy school year from your 2014-мр άуп {ǘŜǇǎέ 

team! 

Your Editors,  
Colby Hanley, Miles Pruitt, and Pete Schultz 

mailto:kamsc84steps@yahoo.com
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Student Senate Update 
Written By: Colby Hanley 

An exciting year is upon us here at KAMSC!  A new year brings new students, classes, 

experiences, and a new Student Senate!  Our new president is Colby Hanley (I am also writing 

this article!), vice president is Michael Tarn, secretary is Simran Singh, treasurer is Jawad Aqeel, 

senior representative is Isabell Haney, junior representative is Grace Beverage, and sophomore 

representative is Gerrit Rummel.   Voting for the first-year representative will occur later this 

year!  Now is time for a little preview of a few events happening this fall! 

 First is the event that we already celebrated: First-Year Orientation at the Kalamazoo 

Nature Center!  There was fun had by first-years, volunteers, and teachers!  A little twist was 

thrown into things when everyone had to take cover because of thunder and lightning, but that 

only momentarily interrupted the fun.  We are so happy to have our new first-years officially part 

of our KAMSC family and Student Senate welcomes all first-years to become part of our fun 

organization! 

 One of the first events for the school year will be a new event to KAMSC: singles ping 

pong tournament!  This tournament will take place during Open Lab during the first three weeks 

of October and sign-up will begin soon in September, we hope that everyone signs up to show 

off their ping pong skills!  Admission to play will be $5 at the door when you arrive at the 

tournament! 

 Occurring during September is the First-Year Mixer.  We are excited that the first-years 

will get another chance that Wednesday night to meet one another and representatives from 

Student Senate will be there to advertise Student Senate because we absolutely love first-years 

joining Senate!  Another exciting element of the new school year is a new first-year mentoring 

program that has been put in place by Student Senate and was created by Kimberly Kwon and 

me, Colby Hanley!  At the ƳƛȄŜǊΣ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƴƻǘŜ ŎŀǊŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜƴǘƻǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ 

them and they can feel free to contact these mentors however they would like with any 

questions they might have during this new and exciting year!  If you lose your notecard for any 

reason, Mr. Cardwell will have a spreadsheet with all of the mentor/mentee names on it!  

 Student Senate is extremely excited for the new KAMSC school year!  We have two main 

goals for this year: we want for as many KAMSC students as possible to be involved in Senate and 

we want to create a variety of activities and opportunities outside of our two dances for the 

year!  A few events happening later into this year are KAMSC Clash, Gull Meadows trip, KAMSC 

Ski Trip, Gospel Mission volunteering, and KAMSC Formal! 

 Remember, ANY KAMSC student can join Student Senate and our meetings are held on 

Wednesday nights from 7:30-8:00 right after Open Lab!  Our first meeting will include 

{ǿŜŜǘǿŀǘŜǊΩǎ Řƻƴǳǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƛƴŎŜƴǘƛve, so please come and join us!   
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First-Year Survey 
Written By: Colby Hanley 

 ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘǿƻ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ άуп {ǘŜǇǎέ ǘŜŀƳ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ǘƻ CƛǊǎǘ-Year 

Orientation and asked them a few fun questions to get to know our incoming first-

year class a little better! 

Coke or Pepsi?  

Coke: 49 Pepsi: 21 

 (It looks like our new first-years are huge fans of Coke!  Any party-

planning at KAMSC had better keep this in mind!) 

 

iPhone or Android? 

iPhone: 54 Android: 16 

 (Our massive amount of iPhone fans are going to be making quite 

the ruckus at KAMSC when the iPhone 6 comes out very, very soon!) 

 

Favorite type of music? 

Pop: 19 Rock: 23 Rap: 6 Country: 3 

 (Our KAMSC kids apparently like to rock out in their free time!  

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎŀƭ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƛǎ ōŜǎǘ Ŧor studying, 

apparently our first-years prefer a little more hardcore musical stylings!) 

 

Star Wars or Star Trek? 

Star Wars: 49 Star Trek: 21 

 (It looks as though Mr. Sinclair may have a nice Star Wars following 

headed in to his Physics class one day, but remember that in your 

Algebra 2 class, STAR TREK IS KEY.) 

Michigan or Michigan State?  

Michigan: 33 Michigan State: 30 
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(Indicative of residents of Michigan, we are split almost exactly 

down the middle!  East Lansing and Ann Arbor are both great cities and 

ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŀƭŦ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΗύ  

 

Favorite foreign language? 

Spanish: 16 French: 18 German: 6 Latin: 15 Java: 11 

 (KAMSC first-years are apparently lovers of the romance 

languages!  Although Latin squeaked in there closely behind and we 

even have some Java lovers for Mr. Houtrouw!) 

 

Most highly-anticipated KAMSC subject area? 

Math: 17 Science: 29 Computer Science: 20 

 (The science won this one!  Mr. Chopp would be happy to know 

that his incoming first-years are pumped for his class!  We have interest 

in both math and computer science also, and luckily all of our first years 

get to experience all of these subjects!)  

 

Initial reaction about getting into KAMSC? 

άŜȄŎƛǘŜŘέΣ άǎŀŘέΣ άƘŀǇǇȅέΣ άǿƘƻƻΗέΣ άŘŀǊƴέΣ άȅŀȅΗέΣ άŎƻƻƭέΣ άƻƪέΣ άƛŘƪέ 

 (There were mixed initial reviews about KAMSC and even a few 

comical ones not included here, although we know that once our first 

ȅŜŀǊǎ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǘŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ Y!a{/ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΗύ 

 

Most exciting part about starting KAMSC? 

άƴŜǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέΣ άōƛƻƭƻƎȅ ŎƭŀǎǎέΣ ά/ŀǊŘǿŜƭƭΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎέΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ Řŀȅ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ƘƻƳŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΗέΣ άǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƛǊǎέΣ άƎǊŜŀǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴέΣ 

ά/ƻƭƭŜƎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ Y!a{/ΗέΣ άŎǊƛŎƪŜǘέ 

 (Our incoming first years are excited about a variety of different 

aspects of KAMSC which is ƎǊŜŀǘΗ  ²Ŝ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ άуп {ǘŜǇǎέ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

there are many exciting aspects of KAMSC!) 
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How to Survive Your First Year at KAMSC 
By: Aayushi Priya 

During your first year at KAMSC, you 

face a decision. You choose to become a 

stressed sleepless zombie or you remain a 

happy healthy human.   

With a handful of tips, you can walk out 

ƻŦ ŦǊŜǎƘƳŀƴ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǎ ŀ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƘǳƳŀƴΦ  LǘΩǎ 

indubitably not an easy task, but it is certainly achievable. While 

attaining commendable grades, you can still maintain a social life, 

partake in activities, and manage an acceptable amount of sleep.  

¢ƻ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅΣ LΩƭƭ ōǊŜŀƪ ƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ōȅ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ 

 
 

Biology: This course is notoriously known as the most difficult 

class of first year. It is challenging, but receiving an A is possible! 

First off, it is essential to finish your homework and fully 

comprehend homework content. If you have questions, do not hesitate 

to ask Mr. Chopp in the morning or at Open Lab. In class, make sure that 

you take useful notes on all lectures and powerpoints. Every other night 

or so, review your notes and read the section in the textbook that pertains 

ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ƭŀō ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭǎ 

and tests is to study, study, study, and keep studying. Make flash cards, 

study guides, productive study groups, or whatever else you feel 

ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ƻōǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ млл҈Φ w9!5 ¢I9 ¢9·¢.hhYΦ LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 

the textbook chapters you cover, you should know it.   

Math: Depending on your prior math experience, you will be placed 

in Geometry, Algebra II, Pre-ŎŀƭŎǳƭǳǎΣ ƻǊ /ŀƭŎǳƭǳǎΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƻ ƛƳƳŜǊǎŜŘ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ .ƛƻƭƻƎȅ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ 

Wait, what? Surviving first 

year? Is that even an 

option? I thought that after 

one year of KAMSC, 

students become sleep 

deprived zombiesΧ 
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math. You still should be studying about as much. Homework can take 

longer than expected, thus make sure you have enough time set aside for 

it each night. Furthermore, doing optional homework and textbook 

problems can certainly enhance your knowledge of the subject.  

IT: ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǾŜǊȅ Ŧǳƴ 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ  !ǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƻo much time socializing in class, 

you should be fine! Question your classmates or Mr. Cardwell if you need 

help on a project!  

Lastly, do not procrastinate at KAMSC. For the research paper and 

ōƻŀǊŘΣ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŜŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΦ  

If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to talk to me! Good 

luck!  J  

 

How to Survive Your Sophomore Year 

By Nikita Bhatia 

 Congratulations, you made it through your first year at KAMSC and 

now you are back for round two. You have become used to KAMSC, and 

your study habits and time management skills have improved. However, 

ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿill be any easier than last. So, as a KAMSC 

student who has been through her sophomore year, I am here to give 

you some tips on how to survive your second year!  

[ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘŜƳƛǎǘǊȅΗ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ 

at an accelerated pace now that it is your second year at KAMSC. I know 

it may be tempting, but do NOT cram! It will do you no good. Instead, 

keep up with your homework, look over tests and quizzes, and maybe 

even read over a chapter or two from your chemistry book. Even 

studying at night for twenty minutes can help you greatly. There is a lot 
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ƻŦ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜƳƻǊƛȊŜ ƛƴ /ƘŜƳƛǎǘǊȅΣ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǉǳǘ ƻŦŦ 

studying until the last minute. Similar to last year, you will have to 

complete a research project; however this time you will be researching 

ƛƴ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǳǊΦ CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

conducting an experiment, so make sure to ask Dr. Goudie if you have 

any questions. Once again, start researching and designing your 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘ ŜŀǊƭȅΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǊǳǎƘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

the night before Project Day. Chemistry is an overall challenging course, 

but with the help of these tips, you are guaranteed for success.  In Mr. 

Cardwell's class, you learned about computer applications. Now, in Mr. 

HoutrouwΩǎ CS class, you will dive into the world of programming, and 

learn about coding languages, like C++ and HTML. Unlike what some of 

you have imagined, CS isn't all about programming. In this course, you 

will also learn about different computer math topics. For the majority of 

you, computer science is a subject you haven't much exposure too, but 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΗ LŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻƴϥǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀ ǘƻǇƛŎΣ ŀsk Mr. Houtrouw; he has 

lots of energy to spare and is always willing to help out his students! 

Also, you can complete practice computer math and coding problems 

online in order to better improve your skills. If you do find yourself 

taking a liking to this course, make sure you try to complete USACO 

problems and attend a few CS competitions! They will help you along 

the path to become a better programmer.       

As a student who was in a higher level math class, I don't know 

much about taking Algebra 2 with Mr. Milka. However, I do know that 

my tips can help you out, no matter what math class you are in. Just like 

in all your other classes, make sure you are completing your homework 

and revising a little bit each night! Additionally, study your notes and 

homework at home in order to prepare for a test or quiz. For any of the 
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different math classes, success is yours as long as you stay dedicated to 

fully understanding each of the topics covered. 

 {ǳǊǾƛǾƛƴƎ ǎƻǇƘƻƳƻǊŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƻƻ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭly 

since you have already made it through one year at KAMSC. Still, make 

sure you put in the time and effort that you need in order to succeed. If 

you found your study habits from last year beneficial, keep using them. 

Remember that sophomore year is going to require a lot of dedication 

and hard work.  
 

How to Survive Your Junior Year 
Written By: Pete Schultz 
 
¦Ǉ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ 

friends, and family regarding junior year is it being your hardest year of 
high school yet. Between the ACT and Honors, AP, and IB classes, there 
are times where stress is at an all-time high. Even though this year will 
ōŜ ōǳǊŘŜƴǎƻƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
sprout everywhere and the year is only as tough as you make it. 
 As you very well know by now, juniors are free to pick their own 
electives. Regardless of your elective, it is vital to keep on top of your 
ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ Ŧŀƭƭ ōŜƘƛƴŘΦ !ǎƪ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 
questions, make use of open lab, the teachers are more than happy to 
help you get back on track with your work. 
 aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƴƛƻǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ aŀǘƘ LLL ǿƛǘƘ aǊΦ /ŀǊŘǿŜƭƭΦ ά!ƴŘ 
ǿƘȅΚέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ƛƴ aŀǘƘ LLLΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
helps solidify the concepts. Mr. C is super helpful with making real life 
applications to problems and really getting you to understand why all 
the math works the way it does. This class will also give you useful 
college prep information and help prepare you for the math section of 
the ACT, which is vital to success. And on a closing note, make sure you 
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always complete your homework because Mr. C will randomly check for 
accuracy and those points add up. 
 This year, every junior will be in physics with Mr. Sinclair, who is 
notoriously the most intimidating, yet lovable teacher you will ever 
have. The subject is no light task, but the invigorating lectures make you 
leave craving for the next class. Without a doubt, the class will be tough 
at the beginning, but it will become easier for you. The key is to spend 
time every night on some practice problems, even though they may not 
be assigned. And this part is vital, if you are not understanding the 
material DO NOT BE AFRAID TO SEEK HELP! Mr. Sinclair will be extremely 
happy to see you after class or at open lab.  
 Junior year will have you at at the verge of breaking, and feeling as 
ƎƻƻŘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
same time. The most important thing to do is stay on top of your work, 
but not to overstress yourself. Keep, and even add, your extracurriculars 
and pick classes and activities that make you happy as they help reduce 
stress. Even though there are certainly pressures this year, junior year 
has been one of my favorite years in high school. Good luck this year and 
give it your all! 

 
How to Survive Your Senior Year 

 

Written By: Genevieve Sertic 
 

LǘΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘŜǎǘǎΣ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǊŜŘ ǎƻ 
many lab practicals, and spent so many long hours into the night on 
homework that yoǳǊ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŀƴŘƭŜΦ !ǘ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŎƻǳƴǘΦ 
tǳǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ŘƻǿƴΣ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ 
finished. 
 Senior year has a few added challenges on top of your classes. The 
first of these is writing college applications. This can be a stressful time as 
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you and your friends try to meet deadlines. Be supportive and encourage 
each other to write your essays. Before you even start writing, though, 
ask the ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƻƳ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ 
better. Every teacher is very busy, especially at the beginning of the year, 
and needs a good amount of time to write a solid recommendation. Right 
ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǎǘŀrt your own essays. 
9ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ Ƴŀƛƴ Ŝǎǎŀȅ όƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴ !ǇǇύΣ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ 
a passion and explore it, maybe through a story if your prompt allows it. 
¢ƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ όōǳǘ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ 
ōŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴύΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ 
ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊŜŀŘ 
your essay over, but make sure you maintain your voice and your 
ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ ¸ƻǳǊ Ŝǎǎŀȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ achievements on your 
resume; instead, it should show who you are. Prioritize displaying what 
ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ōƻŘȅΦ 
 The other additional challenge of senior year is writing scholarship 
applications. Most have deadlines after College Application Season, but 
some as early as the end of September! If your school has a database of 
ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ 
opportunities. If not, talk to your counselor or search online. Some 
scholarship applications are quite time-consuming ς only apply if you 
know you have the time to complete a quality application. These also 
often require recommendations. Again, try to ask as soon as you can. 
 For any recommendations ς college or scholarships ς always thank 
your recommenders and let them know the outcome, no matter what it 
is. 
 !ǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭŀǊǎ 
to keep you busy. During your final year in your extracurriculars, set a 
good example for younger members and try to have as much of a positive 
effect as you can on the group before you leave. Make the transition as 
easy as possible for anyone taking over your responsibilities in the group, 
maybe by documenting how your responsibilities worked and providing 
tips for the future. 
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 Possibly the most stressful part of senior year is when colleges start 
ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΦ wŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ƪƛƴŘ 
and compassionate. Being modest about good news and graceful about 
bad news goes a long way in bŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ 
deciding between colleges, use your spring break to make another visit if 
ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΦ ¦ƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ 
 !ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƎƻƻŘōȅŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ 
ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ōƭǳŜǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƭŜ ƻǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ 
for the vagus nerve in a fetal pig, but that sadness will be mixed with 
excitement when you start a new chapter in your life and have the 
freedom to more rigorously pursue your passion in college. 
 YŜŜǇ ŎƭƛƳōƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ уп ǎǘŜǇǎΦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 
 

A Chat with Mr. Cardwell 

Written By: Colby Hanley  

 

3D printing.  Little programmable robots.  Excel spreadsheets.  All of these activities can 
ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ aǊΦ /ŀǊŘǿŜƭƭΩǎ фth grade IT class!  Sinusoids.  Wave frequency labs.  An intro 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ /ŀƭŎǳƭǳǎΦ  !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ aǊΦ /ŀǊŘǿŜƭƭΩǎ ммth 
grade Precalculus class!  Mr. Cardwell is an enthusiastic, awesome teacher here at 
Y!a{/ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴg tidbits of information about him so that we can 
all know our teacher better! 
 
Q: What is your favorite part of back-to-school at KAMSC? 
A: The kids!  I really like to get back and meet the new first years and reconnect with the 
upperclassmen! 
 
Q: What is your favorite childhood memory of going back to school? 
!Υ {ǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΗ  ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǎŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƪƛŘǎ Řƻ ƴƻǿ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
was huge excitement for the first games and practices of the year once school started! 
 
Q: Any advice for incoming first years for this new school year? 
A: Believe all of the advice that the other students and teachers give you in the first 
month. 
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Q: Any advice for incoming seniors (like myself) for this new school year? 
A: Do your apps EARLY. Get your letters EARLY.  Try to put senioritis off until AP tests!  (I 
know people who began senioritis during junior year, I do not recommend this.) 
 
Q: Any plans for your 9th grade IT class for this year that you would be willing to share? 
A: 3D printers!  Two of them!  ²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ о5 ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ƛǘΩƭƭ 
be the usual. 
 
Q: Any advice for your incoming junior class Pre-Calc students? 
A: Do your homework, ask a lot of questions, and get help early! 
 
Q: What is your favorite part of teaching here at KAMSC or in general? 
!Υ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΗ  LǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ LΩƳ ƘŜǊŜΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊǎΣ L 
come to work with awesome KAMSC kids! 
 
Q: What did you do before you came to teach at KAMSC a few years ago? 
A: I started as an R&D guy at Bell Labs.  Then I moved to business side and eventually 
became a business executive for Telecom for 18 years in Chicago, Korea, Hong Kong, and 
New Jersey.  Then I was a financial analyst in New York and London for 10 years and then 
I moved here to teach! 
 
Q: What was your favorite class back in school? 
A: I took my first ever computer class as a senior in high school, the first ever computer 
class in my school!  Really fun, we all learned together! 
 
Q: What was your favorite activity outside of school? 
A: I always played three sports no matter what and did boy scouts! I DEFINITELY loved 
sports and backpacking during high school. 
 
Q: Where did you go to high school? 
A: Went to school in New Jersey along the coast. 
 
Q: Pop culture back when you were in high school?  
A:  

¶ Bruce Springsteen was brand new 

¶ Billy Joel 

¶ Michael Jackson 

¶ Prince  

¶ STAR WARS was definitely the biggest thing!  Summer after my junior year I was 
standing in line to see it and the line wound all around the building!)  
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¶ original Jaws  

¶ Close Encounters of the Third Kind (alien movie) 

¶ Clint Eastwood was HUGE  

¶ SNL original cast 
 
Thank you Mr. Cardwell for chatting ǿƛǘƘ άуп {ǘŜǇǎέΗ 

 

Fun Teacher Facts 
Written By: Jawad Aqeel 

What is your favorite book?   

Mr. Cardwell: Too many from which to choose.  Here are a few: The 

Poisonwood Bible, LOTR, Africa: Biography of a Continent, Chaos, Paper 

Towns, Einstein: His Life and Universe, Journey Through Genius  

Mr. Sinclair: Beowulf (trans. by Seamus Heaney). 

Mrs. Kalnins: I really don't have a favorite book.  I enjoy many books 

from a variety of genres.   

Mr. Houtrouw: The Bible.  

 

What is your favorite food?  

Mr. Cardwell: A vast variety of Asian food from the Northeast, Southeast, 

and the Indian subcontinent. 

Mr. Sinclair: Bacon cheeseburger and fries. 

Mrs. Kalnins: I enjoy Indian and Thai food. 

Mr. Houtrouw: Cheese. 

 



15 
 

What do you like to do in your free-time?  

Mr. Cardwell: Anything but grading. 

Mr. Sinclair: Read. Write. Watch baseball. 

Mrs. Kalnins: I enjoy reading, gardening, cooking, hiking and skiing.  
Mr. Houtrouw: Going to the movies.  

 

Do you have any little-known talents?  

Mr. Cardwell: Not grading. 

Mr. Sinclair: I am an excellent marksman and enjoy shooting rifles and 

pistols. 

Mrs. Kalnins: I am a very good polka dancer and I make amazing birthday 

cakes. 

Mr. Houtrouw: Tetherball. 

 

What is your dream vacation destination?  

Mr. Cardwell: The Space Station. 

Mr. Sinclair: Scotland...closely followed by Ireland. 

Mrs. Kalnins: I would like to travel to the Antarctic. 

Mr. Houtrouw: Hawaii. 

 

What was your favorite subject in school?  

Mr. Cardwell: Originally physics, then I discovered computer science. 

Mr. Sinclair: Math. Absolutely positively. 
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Mrs. Kalnins: I enjoyed all of my math and science classes. 

Mr. Houtrouw:  Math. 

 

 

When you were a kid, what did you want to be when you grew up?  

Mr. Cardwell: A baseball player.  Then, an architect. 

Mr. Sinclair: An astronaut. 

Mrs. Kalnins: I wanted to be an airplane pilot. 

Mr. Houtrouw: Older. 

 

If you could meet anyone, who would it be?  

Mr. Cardwell: Alan Turing. 

Mr. Sinclair: Kate Beckinsale. Oh...yeah! 

Mrs. Kalnins: If it was possible, I would like to meet Eleanor Roosevelt.  

Mr. Houtrouw: John Wooden. 

 

If someone were to make a movie about your life, who would play you? 

Mr. Cardwell: Seth Meyers would be fun.  Maybe Tina Fey, that would be 

interesting. 

Mr. Sinclair: Johnny Depp. 

Mrs. Kalnins: Jodie Foster or Renee Zellweger. 

Mr. Houtrouw: Nicholas Cage.  
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What would you name the autobiography of your life?  

Mr. Cardwell: Cardwell Was Here 

Mr. Sinclair: Teaching Nuclear Weapons: My Love Affair with the Bomb 

and High School Physics.  
Mrs. Kalnins: I've Got a Gal in Kalamazoo! 

Mr. Houtrouw: Shannon  
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Chairless Chair  

 

 
¶ An exoskeleton attached to 

legs  

¶ With a click of a button, 

you can sit anywhere  

¶ Designed mainly for 

production line workers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

Puzzlebox Orbit  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

¶ Mind controlled helicopter  

¶ Reads concentration levels 

of br ain with EEG sensors  

¶ Open source for tweaking  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Though a flexible phone is not possible yet, Google has created a 

futuristic visualization of what it might look like. It would 

include a rotating tube camera, fingerprint scanner, heart rate 

monitor, Wi Fi, Bluetooth, NFC, and more.  

Technology News 

Written By: Aayushi Priya 
New, fascinating innovations! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Smartphone or Smartwatch? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


