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 Letter from the Editors  
 

The months of relentless snow and freezing temperatures are 

finally ending! Spring feels especially welcome this year, and we 

hope this Spring Edition of 84 Steps will help you transition 

towards sunshine, warmth, and especially Spring Break! Inside, 

find ideas for how to spend your 

vacation ς movies to watch, 

things to do around the 

Kalamazoo area, tech to try, 

books to read, and places to 

dream about visiting.   

Our final publication will be the Senior Edition slated for late 

May. As always, new writers are welcome ς email us directly at 

kamsc84steps@yahoo.com, or visit our website at 

http://kamsc84steps.weebly.com ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ¦ǎέ 

tab. Current and past editions of 84 Steps are located there as 

 well. 

 Have a wonderful, relaxing, and rejuvenating Spring Break!  

Your Editors, 

 Genevieve Sertic, Humza Mirza, and Dhara Patel 
  

mailto:kamsc84steps@yahoo.com
http://kamsc84steps.weebly.com/
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Jawad Aqeel 
 
Top Ten 
 

Top 10 Spring Break Destinations  

for KAMSC Students 
 

 

 

10. Meyrin, Switzerland ï Home to CERN, the worldôs largest particle physics laboratory, where 

numerous exhibitions and tours are available to visitors.  

 

9. Berlin, Germany ï This major city serves as the location of the German Museum of 

Technology (known as ñDeutsches Technikmuseum Berlinò in German). This museum focuses 

on transportation, manufacturing, and technology, and features various exhibits to awe any 

lover of technology. 

 

8. Titusville, Florida ï Who doesnôt love the idea of flying to space? The Kennedy 

Space Center located in this town is the ideal destination for anyone interested in 

NASA and space explorations.  

 

7. Mountain View, California ï This town features the Computer History Museum: a 25,000 

square-foot building full of 2,000 years of computing history.  

 

6. Akihabara, Japan ï Known as ñElectric Town,ò this area is the destination for any electronics 

lover. It has a shopping district full of various devices you canôt find in the US, and numerous 

anime and arcade-related items.  

 

5. Silicon Valley ï Southern California is full of various locations for nerds. Many tours are 

available to see some of the top companies in technology. Also, San Francisco is home to the 

Lucasfilm headquarters, maker of the Star Wars movies. 

 

4. Tampere, Finland/Yorkshire, England ï Both of these cities feature Angry Birds Lands, which 

are theme parks with food, attractions, and rides based on the game. How could someone not 

like this app?  

 

3. Washington DC, USA ï Although it is better known as the location in which the 

president resides, the US capital is also home to the International Spy Museum 

containing all the information you need to know about espionage! 

 

2. New Zealand ï The country was used as the location for the Lord of the Rings movies; various 

tours are offered to visit these locations. 

  

1. Matmâta, Tunisia  ï More commonly known as Tatooine, this city is home to the hotel Sidi 

Driss which was used as the home of Luke Skywalker in both the 1976 film Star Wars Episode 

IV: A New Hope and again in 2002 in Star Wars Episode II: Attack of the Clones. Staying at 

this hotel is a must for Star Wars lovers.  
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Lily Kitagawa 
 
Literature 
 

Book Review ï Scarcity: Why Having Too Little 

Means So Much 

W ith winter dragging on far longer than it should, many are 

beginning to exhibit symptoms of the feared disease involving 

infection with the parasite Ver febris, or spring fever. Though 

extensive research is being conducted, the only known cure is distraction. If you find yourself 

suffering from symptoms associated with infection Ver febris (hyperactivity, irritability, 

personality change, etc.), doctors recommend what they consider to be the best diversion: reading 

a fantastic book. Hereôs their top pick for this season:  

 

Scarcity: Why Having Too Little Means So Much by Sendhil Mullainathan and Eldar Shafir   

Poverty, running out of time to complete a research 

project, and dieting seem to have nothing common. 

However, Sendhil Mullainathan and Eldar Shafir connect 

all the dots in their smash hit: Scarcity: Why Having Too 

Little Means So Much. They carefully analyze the pros 

and cons of simply lacking something ï be it  money, time, 

or satisfying foods. Through the description of 

meticulously conducted studies, the authors prove that the 

effects of not having enough run far deeper than 

previously thought. In fact, their findings contradict the 

common idea that scarcity leads to subpar results; their 

subjects actually showed momentary aptitude in a task 

when deprived of sufficient amounts of key resources. On 

the flip side, this ephemeral increase in ability was 

countered by below-standard performances in peripheral 

areas. In short, participants engaged in phenomena known 

as ñthe focus dividendò and ñtunneling.ò The seemingly 

paradoxical ñfocus dividendò results from the urgency of 

an issue; a burst of productivity strikes when that report is 

due tomorrow and better writing results from a strict word limit. The results of this focus dividend 

on other aspects of life can be devastating, though. These effects are called ñthe tunneling taxò 

and are evident everywhere. The busy or poor tend to neglect their health and the dedicated 

student sometimes forgets familial responsibilities. But these two ideas just scratch the surface of 

the complex world of paucity. Explore more in the gripping book Scarcity: Why Having Too 

Little Means So Much. 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0805092641?ie=UTF8&tag=thneyoreofbo-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0805092641
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0805092641?ie=UTF8&tag=thneyoreofbo-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0805092641
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0805092641?ie=UTF8&tag=thneyoreofbo-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0805092641
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0805092641?ie=UTF8&tag=thneyoreofbo-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0805092641
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0805092641?ie=UTF8&tag=thneyoreofbo-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0805092641
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Humza Mirza 
 
Sports 
 

Cricket Update: Full Speed Ahead! 

 

Another season of cricket has arrived. After all the snow days, long 

exams, and dreaded pages of research, itôs finally time to relax and 

let off some steam by being involved in KAMSC Cricket. Looking 

for a way to stay in shape? Want to make new friends? Want to 

enjoy spending more time at KAMSC without integrating and coding?  
     

Come on down to Alshehri Alley and throw a cricket ball around during Open Lab! Your team 

captains will be more than happy to show you how to throw the ball and explain the rules of the game. 

Cricket is a rewarding sport that is growing in popularity. Spend a few minutes with the team and we 

will convince you to come down and join us. 

 
The state championship is still scheduled for late April or early May. We have only a few more weeks 

until our final competition. We are looking forward to hosting some practice scrimmages at one of the 

three cricket pitches in Kalamazoo. Come down and talk to your team captains if you are interested in 

participating! I guarantee you will have fun. 

 
If I still havenôt convinced you to talk to your captains, come to Mr. Sinclairôs room and check out the 

cricket equipment. A KAMSC alum donated wickets, cricket balls, and top-of-the-line pads and bats. 

The bats in particular are pure beauties. Come on down and we will convince you to take a swing at 

the pitch. Maybe youôll even bowl your first googly or two! 

 
Coach: Mr. Sinclair (in the room between the KAMSC Commons and Mr. Choppôs room) 
Captains: Humza Mirza, Ansh Chaudhary, Genevieve Sertic, and Dhara Patel 
Menôs Schedule Preferences: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Qo0hwsv2QdfhZg0IWfnn2LcdkZ_C4y5KbtWkHNTjDA4/edit

?usp=sharing  

  


